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This book explores the origins of the Mormon religion from a non-theistic point of view. Using

primary source evidence, the author discusses and examines how Joseph Smith drew upon

the literature, culture, and religious attitudes of his time to forge the origins of Mormonism. This

book focuses on both the theological and mythological aspects of the faith. Special attention is

given to the Book of Mormon, the Mormon priesthoods, the first and second visions, the book

of Abraham, the Mormon godhead, the three degrees of glory, baptisms for the dead, eternal

marriages, and the endowment ceremony. Providing a comprehensive picture, the author also

traces how Joseph Smith transitioned from a folk magician into a prophet of God. Several

quotations from the primary sources are used to substantiate the author's reconstruction of

Mormon origins, all of which are referenced with parenthetical or clickable end-note citations.

This book comes complete with a bibliography and interactive table of contents. All quotes,

citations, and bibliographical entries were formatted in Chicago (Turabian) style.
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A Note to the ReaderIt is important to emphasize that all of the quotes were transcribed

verbatim. No corrections were made for spelling, punctuation, or grammar. Readers will notice

that a lack of punctuation, grammar mistakes, and misspelled words are commonplace in many

of the primary sources.In some cases, the sources contain mistakes that appear as typos.

These mistakes may include a missing capital letter or the same word appearing twice in

succession. In such circumstances, I have inserted the bracketed term [sic] to notify the reader

that the mistake appears in the source material.It also needs to be pointed out that writers

sometimes replaced the letter s with the letter f. “Spirits,” for example, would be typed as

“fpirits.” In these cases, I have decided to replace the letter f with a bracketed s ([s]) in order to



make the passages more readable. All quotes, citations, and bibliographical entries were

formatted in Chicago (Turabian) style.

IntroductionOfficially established on April 6, 1830, the Church of Christ sought to restore

Christianity to its primitive, uncorrupted state. Later renamed as the Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints, this church expanded rapidly after its members, known as Mormons, settled

in Ohio, Missouri, and Illinois. Joseph Smith, the prophet and founder of Mormonism, was an

astute leader, for he successfully laid the foundations of a worldwide faith that would bloom to

over fifteen million members.There were many Christians during Smith’s time who claimed to

be prophets, receive visions, and to have restored the true church of Christ. But unlike Joseph,

most of them failed in establishing anything permanent.Because Joseph Smith is one of the

most influential figures in American Christianity, he is worthy of respect and scholarly attention.

I have therefore written this book in order to bring to light the origins of Mormon theology and

mythology. As the title makes clear, I approached this subject from the perspective that Joseph

Smith drew upon the ideas and culture of his time while not making any recourse to the

supernatural.Although I am a Mormon, I am also a rationalist. As someone who acknowledges

evolution, natural selection, big bang cosmology, and the weak anthropic principle, I believe all

things exist as the result of environmental causes. The supernatural has been invoked in all

human cultures because it serves as an easy way to explain the unexplainable. However, as

knowledge increases, we are finding that most things, including the beginning of time and

space, can be explained without reverting to the transcendental. This is an axiom which fully

applies to Mormonism. If Mormonism was theologically constructed from its cultural

surroundings, then a paradigm should be adopted that reflects such a reality.Smith manifested

his religious genius by drawing upon and modifying outside ideas. The Book of Mormon is a

good example, for it utilizes Christian primitivism, Methodism, Freemasonry, folk magic, the

King James Bible, and nineteenth century theories about Native American origins.It must be

emphasized that Joseph was undoubtedly creative. Lucy Smith states in regards to her

seventeen year old son:During our evening conversations, Joseph would occasionally give us

some of the most amusing recitals that could be imagined. He would describe the ancient

inhabitants of this continent, their dress, mode of travelling, and the animals upon which they

rode; their cities, their buildings, with every particular; their mode of warfare; and also their

religious worship. This he would do with as much ease, seemingly, as if he had spent his whole

life with them.1While he was certainly imaginative, Smith needed to consult outside sources to

bring his creativity into fruition. This book will examine the sources that Joseph used to devise

religious doctrines that would become uniquely Mormon.Joseph Smith was the product of his

environment. Following the lead of his parents, Joseph rejected organized religion in the hope

that Christianity would be restored to its primitive state. This desire to reject Protestant

sectarianism and return to a simplified form of Christianity became known as the Christian

restoration movement and involved many preachers, prophets, and visionaries. Like other

evangelists of his time, Smith boasted that he had purified Christianity of its errors when he

established the Church of Christ in 1830.The time that preceded the formation of the Church of

Christ was very eventful, for Joseph, his father, and older brother Alvin immersed themselves

in the occult. Joseph Smith became a noted magician as he used a seer stone to help others

search for buried treasures.Smith’s involvement in magic does not weaken his role as God’s

prophet. In fact, it was because of his involvement in the occult that Joseph was able to restore

the true church of Christ. Smith drew upon his experience as a treasure hunter to find the gold

plates. He then capitalized on his knowledge of seer stones to “translate” the unseen plates.



Smith began receiving revelations during this translation so difficulties could be addressed.

This receiving of revelations then had the effect of transforming Joseph into a prophet and

church minister. As can be seen, the chain of events that led to Smith’s founding of the

Mormon Church would have never occurred if he or his family never dabbled in the occult.As

his involvement in magic makes clear, Joseph was interested in anything that contained secret

knowledge. Therefore, it was only natural that he embrace Freemasonry. While the occult

revealed secrets on how to harness supernatural powers, Freemasonry imparted hidden

knowledge of King Solomon’s Temple to initiated members. This secret knowledge proved very

useful for Joseph when he was devising the Mormon priesthoods and endowment ceremony.

Like folk magic, Freemasonry played an important role in forging the origins of Mormonism.In

terms of theology and church structure, Mormonism mirrored most Methodist and Baptist

influenced Christian primitivist churches in 1830. This began to change, however, when Smith

started incorporating outside ideas. Some of the most influential sources for Joseph’s new

doctrines were the writings of Emanuel Swedenborg, an eighteenth century visionary who

wrote extensively about heaven and hell; Thomas Dick, a Presbyterian astronomer who tried to

reconcile science with religion; and Thomas Taylor, a Greek translator who came up with his

own ontological descriptions of the universe. Joseph used the ideas of these and other authors

to devise unique doctrines concerning eternal marriages, the nature of God, the workings of

the cosmos, and much more. This flowering of prophetic creativity would sharply differentiate

the Mormon Church of the Nauvoo period from what it was in 1830.To uncover Mormonism’s

beginnings, it’s necessary to examine the primary sources while utilizing secondary writings at

the same time. Mormon historian Dean C. Jessee has published all of Joseph Smith’s personal

writings verbatim in one volume, a monumental work titled The Personal Writings of Joseph

Smith. Lyndon Cook and Andrew Ehat similarly transcribed Joseph’s Nauvoo sermons

(1839-1844) and published them in a volume titled The Words of Joseph Smith: The

Contemporary Accounts of the Nauvoo Discourses of the Prophet Joseph. Historian Devery S.

Anderson has painstakingly reprinted several letters, minutes, and other documents

concerning LDS temple worship. The fruits of his labor can be found in The Development of

LDS Temple Worship 1846-2000: A Documentary History. Testimonials and interviews of

Joseph Smith’s contemporaries have also been transcribed by Dan Vogel, a tome of

documents published in five volumes by Signature Books. Meanwhile, the LDS Church

historian’s office has archived, scanned, and reprinted many early Mormon documents and

has made them available as part of the Joseph Smith Papers Project.Because Mormonism

was originally founded upon Methodism and Baptist influenced Christian primitivism, these

theologies are both espoused in the Book of Mormon. To bring to light these theological tenets,

I consulted the sermons of John Wesley, the founder of Methodism, and the teachings of

Thomas and Alexander Campbell, both of whom were prominent Christian primitivists during

the early nineteenth century.In regards to Smith’s involvement in folk magic, Eber Howe’s

Mormonism Unvailed contains much in the way of sworn affidavit statements. Despite its

negative bias, Howe’s book contains a lot of accurate information that can be verified through

other sources. The only statements that should be entirely disregarded are those that Philastus

Hurlbut collected about a man named Solomon Spalding whose unpublished Manuscript

Found was supposed to closely resemble the Book of Mormon. Spalding’s manuscript was

actually found shortly before Howe’s expose was published in 1834. It bears little resemblance

to the Book of Mormon, thereby disqualifying it as a possible source that Smith could have

used.2 Moreover, the statements about Spalding have proven to be forgeries written in the

literary style of Philastus Hurlbut.3To understand how magic influenced early Mormonism, it is



important to consult the various occult books that were translated into English. An analysis of

these publications shows that Joseph drew upon his occult background when formulating ideas

about the “second vision” and gold plates. For this book, I consulted Henry Cornelius Agrippa’s

Three Books of Occult Philosophy, or of Magik, Agrippa’s Fourth Book of Occult Philosophy,

Ebenezer Sibly’s A New and Complete Illustration of the Celestial Science of Astrology,

Reginald Scot’s The Discoverie of Witchcraft, and the Greater Key of Solomon. The contents of

all of these titles were available in book or manuscript form during Joseph Smith’s

time.4Having a significant impact upon contemporary culture, occult literature influenced many

fictional writings. Washington Irving was one such author who wrote about treasure hunting in

early nineteenth century America. The writings of Irving, E.T.W. Hoffmann, and other authors

will be cited and examined as they relate to the beginnings of Mormonism.As mentioned

earlier, Freemasonry was also instrumental in shaping early Mormonism. Therefore, it’s

necessary to consult nineteenth century Masonic sources. The most important sources used

for this book were Thomas Webb’s The Freemason Monitor (1808), Duncan’s Masonic Ritual

and Monitor, 3rd ed. (1866), Albert G. Mackey’s Symbolism of Freemasonry (1869), and the

writings of William Morgan whose expose was published in the form of two books: Illustrations

of Masonry (1827) and The Mysteries of Freemasonry.Of course, the LDS standard works are

important sources and are frequently cited throughout this book. However, the earliest

manuscripts must be consulted and compared with later editions so textual discrepancies can

be identified. This methodology is especially useful when juxtaposing Smith’s revelations in the

1833 Book of Commandments with what is printed in the Doctrine and Covenants. Such a

comparison demonstrates how views on the Mormon priesthoods evolved and changed with

time. Moreover, a comparison of the Book of Mormon in 1830 with later editions helps illustrate

how Mormonism was transitioning to Unitarianism in regards to the Godhead. In an attempt to

tone down the Trinitarian language, Joseph altered specific passages in the Book of Mormon

when it was republished in 1837.As for secondary sources, I relied upon Richard Lyman

Bushman’s Joseph Smith: Rough Stone Rolling. Despite its apologetic bias, this book is the

best biography of the prophet to date. As an emeritus professor of history at Columbia

University, Bushman is one of leading scholars in Mormon studies. To supplement Bushman’s

biography, I also consulted No Man Knows My History: The Life of Joseph Smith, a landmark

book written by Fawn M. Brodie, a former professor of American history at UCLA. To obtain

background information on the occult, I consulted Joshua Trachtenberg’s Jewish Magic and

Superstition: A Study in Folk Religion which is an expanded version of his Columbia University

PhD thesis.5 For his doctoral dissertation, Trachtenberg examined European occult practices

and compared them with medieval Jewish superstitions. Trachtenberg’s book appropriately

supplements D. Michael Quinn’s Early Mormonism and the Magic World View. When

investigating Protestant Christianity in early Mormonism, I found Charles R. Harrell’s “This is

My Doctrine” The Development of Mormon Theology to be a very helpful resource. Harrell, a

BYU professor, does an excellent job of showing how Mormon doctrine both resembles and

differs from early nineteenth century Protestantism.There are many good scholars such as

Grant H. Palmer, who provides valuable insight on the beginnings of Mormonism; David

Persuitte, who has done some enlightening research on anti-Masonic literature; and John L.

Brooke, who provides important information on Hermetic philosophy, Freemasonry, and

baptisms for the dead. However, I think the scholar who has contributed the most is D. Michael

Quinn, a former BYU professor who was awarded “Outstanding Teacher” in 1986.6 While at

BYU, Quinn found several occult books that were available in New York during Joseph Smith’s

time. He proved that the writings and illustrations on the Smith family parchments, talismans,



and daggers were contained in these publications. Quinn’s book, which has gone through two

editions, is a work of extraordinary scholarship with many quotes coming directly from the

primary sources. Meticulous about detail and accuracy, Early Mormonism and the Magic World

View (revised edition) provides 257 pages of citations and endnotes. These citations serve as

an effective guide for searching out and studying primary sources.The goal of this book, using

primary source evidence, is to explain how and why Mormonism developed the way it did

during Joseph Smith’s time. The main emphasis will be on doctrines, practices, and

theosophical stories that were established during Joseph’s life and still acknowledged today.

Polygamy, therefore, will not be examined because it was abandoned as a mainstream

Mormon practice in 1890 (Official Declaration—1). Furthermore, no attention will be given to

blood atonement or the Adam-God doctrine because these ideas were not fully developed until

after Smith’s death.

IntroductionOfficially established on April 6, 1830, the Church of Christ sought to restore

Christianity to its primitive, uncorrupted state. Later renamed as the Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints, this church expanded rapidly after its members, known as Mormons, settled

in Ohio, Missouri, and Illinois. Joseph Smith, the prophet and founder of Mormonism, was an

astute leader, for he successfully laid the foundations of a worldwide faith that would bloom to

over fifteen million members.There were many Christians during Smith’s time who claimed to

be prophets, receive visions, and to have restored the true church of Christ. But unlike Joseph,

most of them failed in establishing anything permanent.Because Joseph Smith is one of the

most influential figures in American Christianity, he is worthy of respect and scholarly attention.

I have therefore written this book in order to bring to light the origins of Mormon theology and

mythology. As the title makes clear, I approached this subject from the perspective that Joseph

Smith drew upon the ideas and culture of his time while not making any recourse to the

supernatural.Although I am a Mormon, I am also a rationalist. As someone who acknowledges

evolution, natural selection, big bang cosmology, and the weak anthropic principle, I believe all

things exist as the result of environmental causes. The supernatural has been invoked in all

human cultures because it serves as an easy way to explain the unexplainable. However, as

knowledge increases, we are finding that most things, including the beginning of time and

space, can be explained without reverting to the transcendental. This is an axiom which fully

applies to Mormonism. If Mormonism was theologically constructed from its cultural

surroundings, then a paradigm should be adopted that reflects such a reality.Smith manifested

his religious genius by drawing upon and modifying outside ideas. The Book of Mormon is a

good example, for it utilizes Christian primitivism, Methodism, Freemasonry, folk magic, the

King James Bible, and nineteenth century theories about Native American origins.It must be

emphasized that Joseph was undoubtedly creative. Lucy Smith states in regards to her

seventeen year old son:During our evening conversations, Joseph would occasionally give us

some of the most amusing recitals that could be imagined. He would describe the ancient

inhabitants of this continent, their dress, mode of travelling, and the animals upon which they

rode; their cities, their buildings, with every particular; their mode of warfare; and also their

religious worship. This he would do with as much ease, seemingly, as if he had spent his whole

life with them.1While he was certainly imaginative, Smith needed to consult outside sources to

bring his creativity into fruition. This book will examine the sources that Joseph used to devise

religious doctrines that would become uniquely Mormon.Joseph Smith was the product of his

environment. Following the lead of his parents, Joseph rejected organized religion in the hope

that Christianity would be restored to its primitive state. This desire to reject Protestant



sectarianism and return to a simplified form of Christianity became known as the Christian

restoration movement and involved many preachers, prophets, and visionaries. Like other

evangelists of his time, Smith boasted that he had purified Christianity of its errors when he

established the Church of Christ in 1830.The time that preceded the formation of the Church of

Christ was very eventful, for Joseph, his father, and older brother Alvin immersed themselves

in the occult. Joseph Smith became a noted magician as he used a seer stone to help others

search for buried treasures.Smith’s involvement in magic does not weaken his role as God’s

prophet. In fact, it was because of his involvement in the occult that Joseph was able to restore

the true church of Christ. Smith drew upon his experience as a treasure hunter to find the gold

plates. He then capitalized on his knowledge of seer stones to “translate” the unseen plates.

Smith began receiving revelations during this translation so difficulties could be addressed.

This receiving of revelations then had the effect of transforming Joseph into a prophet and

church minister. As can be seen, the chain of events that led to Smith’s founding of the

Mormon Church would have never occurred if he or his family never dabbled in the occult.As

his involvement in magic makes clear, Joseph was interested in anything that contained secret

knowledge. Therefore, it was only natural that he embrace Freemasonry. While the occult

revealed secrets on how to harness supernatural powers, Freemasonry imparted hidden

knowledge of King Solomon’s Temple to initiated members. This secret knowledge proved very

useful for Joseph when he was devising the Mormon priesthoods and endowment ceremony.

Like folk magic, Freemasonry played an important role in forging the origins of Mormonism.In

terms of theology and church structure, Mormonism mirrored most Methodist and Baptist

influenced Christian primitivist churches in 1830. This began to change, however, when Smith

started incorporating outside ideas. Some of the most influential sources for Joseph’s new

doctrines were the writings of Emanuel Swedenborg, an eighteenth century visionary who

wrote extensively about heaven and hell; Thomas Dick, a Presbyterian astronomer who tried to

reconcile science with religion; and Thomas Taylor, a Greek translator who came up with his

own ontological descriptions of the universe. Joseph used the ideas of these and other authors

to devise unique doctrines concerning eternal marriages, the nature of God, the workings of

the cosmos, and much more. This flowering of prophetic creativity would sharply differentiate

the Mormon Church of the Nauvoo period from what it was in 1830.To uncover Mormonism’s

beginnings, it’s necessary to examine the primary sources while utilizing secondary writings at

the same time. Mormon historian Dean C. Jessee has published all of Joseph Smith’s personal

writings verbatim in one volume, a monumental work titled The Personal Writings of Joseph

Smith. Lyndon Cook and Andrew Ehat similarly transcribed Joseph’s Nauvoo sermons

(1839-1844) and published them in a volume titled The Words of Joseph Smith: The

Contemporary Accounts of the Nauvoo Discourses of the Prophet Joseph. Historian Devery S.

Anderson has painstakingly reprinted several letters, minutes, and other documents

concerning LDS temple worship. The fruits of his labor can be found in The Development of

LDS Temple Worship 1846-2000: A Documentary History. Testimonials and interviews of

Joseph Smith’s contemporaries have also been transcribed by Dan Vogel, a tome of

documents published in five volumes by Signature Books. Meanwhile, the LDS Church

historian’s office has archived, scanned, and reprinted many early Mormon documents and

has made them available as part of the Joseph Smith Papers Project.Because Mormonism

was originally founded upon Methodism and Baptist influenced Christian primitivism, these

theologies are both espoused in the Book of Mormon. To bring to light these theological tenets,

I consulted the sermons of John Wesley, the founder of Methodism, and the teachings of

Thomas and Alexander Campbell, both of whom were prominent Christian primitivists during



the early nineteenth century.In regards to Smith’s involvement in folk magic, Eber Howe’s

Mormonism Unvailed contains much in the way of sworn affidavit statements. Despite its

negative bias, Howe’s book contains a lot of accurate information that can be verified through

other sources. The only statements that should be entirely disregarded are those that Philastus

Hurlbut collected about a man named Solomon Spalding whose unpublished Manuscript

Found was supposed to closely resemble the Book of Mormon. Spalding’s manuscript was

actually found shortly before Howe’s expose was published in 1834. It bears little resemblance

to the Book of Mormon, thereby disqualifying it as a possible source that Smith could have

used.2 Moreover, the statements about Spalding have proven to be forgeries written in the

literary style of Philastus Hurlbut.3To understand how magic influenced early Mormonism, it is

important to consult the various occult books that were translated into English. An analysis of

these publications shows that Joseph drew upon his occult background when formulating ideas

about the “second vision” and gold plates. For this book, I consulted Henry Cornelius Agrippa’s

Three Books of Occult Philosophy, or of Magik, Agrippa’s Fourth Book of Occult Philosophy,

Ebenezer Sibly’s A New and Complete Illustration of the Celestial Science of Astrology,

Reginald Scot’s The Discoverie of Witchcraft, and the Greater Key of Solomon. The contents of

all of these titles were available in book or manuscript form during Joseph Smith’s

time.4Having a significant impact upon contemporary culture, occult literature influenced many

fictional writings. Washington Irving was one such author who wrote about treasure hunting in

early nineteenth century America. The writings of Irving, E.T.W. Hoffmann, and other authors

will be cited and examined as they relate to the beginnings of Mormonism.As mentioned

earlier, Freemasonry was also instrumental in shaping early Mormonism. Therefore, it’s

necessary to consult nineteenth century Masonic sources. The most important sources used

for this book were Thomas Webb’s The Freemason Monitor (1808), Duncan’s Masonic Ritual

and Monitor, 3rd ed. (1866), Albert G. Mackey’s Symbolism of Freemasonry (1869), and the

writings of William Morgan whose expose was published in the form of two books: Illustrations

of Masonry (1827) and The Mysteries of Freemasonry.Of course, the LDS standard works are

important sources and are frequently cited throughout this book. However, the earliest

manuscripts must be consulted and compared with later editions so textual discrepancies can

be identified. This methodology is especially useful when juxtaposing Smith’s revelations in the

1833 Book of Commandments with what is printed in the Doctrine and Covenants. Such a

comparison demonstrates how views on the Mormon priesthoods evolved and changed with

time. Moreover, a comparison of the Book of Mormon in 1830 with later editions helps illustrate

how Mormonism was transitioning to Unitarianism in regards to the Godhead. In an attempt to

tone down the Trinitarian language, Joseph altered specific passages in the Book of Mormon

when it was republished in 1837.As for secondary sources, I relied upon Richard Lyman

Bushman’s Joseph Smith: Rough Stone Rolling. Despite its apologetic bias, this book is the

best biography of the prophet to date. As an emeritus professor of history at Columbia

University, Bushman is one of leading scholars in Mormon studies. To supplement Bushman’s

biography, I also consulted No Man Knows My History: The Life of Joseph Smith, a landmark

book written by Fawn M. Brodie, a former professor of American history at UCLA. To obtain

background information on the occult, I consulted Joshua Trachtenberg’s Jewish Magic and

Superstition: A Study in Folk Religion which is an expanded version of his Columbia University

PhD thesis.5 For his doctoral dissertation, Trachtenberg examined European occult practices

and compared them with medieval Jewish superstitions. Trachtenberg’s book appropriately

supplements D. Michael Quinn’s Early Mormonism and the Magic World View. When

investigating Protestant Christianity in early Mormonism, I found Charles R. Harrell’s “This is



My Doctrine” The Development of Mormon Theology to be a very helpful resource. Harrell, a

BYU professor, does an excellent job of showing how Mormon doctrine both resembles and

differs from early nineteenth century Protestantism.There are many good scholars such as

Grant H. Palmer, who provides valuable insight on the beginnings of Mormonism; David

Persuitte, who has done some enlightening research on anti-Masonic literature; and John L.

Brooke, who provides important information on Hermetic philosophy, Freemasonry, and

baptisms for the dead. However, I think the scholar who has contributed the most is D. Michael

Quinn, a former BYU professor who was awarded “Outstanding Teacher” in 1986.6 While at

BYU, Quinn found several occult books that were available in New York during Joseph Smith’s

time. He proved that the writings and illustrations on the Smith family parchments, talismans,

and daggers were contained in these publications. Quinn’s book, which has gone through two

editions, is a work of extraordinary scholarship with many quotes coming directly from the

primary sources. Meticulous about detail and accuracy, Early Mormonism and the Magic World

View (revised edition) provides 257 pages of citations and endnotes. These citations serve as

an effective guide for searching out and studying primary sources.The goal of this book, using

primary source evidence, is to explain how and why Mormonism developed the way it did

during Joseph Smith’s time. The main emphasis will be on doctrines, practices, and

theosophical stories that were established during Joseph’s life and still acknowledged today.

Polygamy, therefore, will not be examined because it was abandoned as a mainstream

Mormon practice in 1890 (Official Declaration—1). Furthermore, no attention will be given to

blood atonement or the Adam-God doctrine because these ideas were not fully developed until

after Smith’s death.This book is divided into twenty-four chapters. The first few chapters give a

general overview of the religious climate during Joseph Smith’s time as well as some

background information on the Smith family, their religious leanings, and their involvement in

folk magic. After that, I will discuss the first and second visions, how the witnesses actually saw

the gold plates, and how Joseph transitioned into a prophet of God. I will then discuss the

various doctrines and scriptures of Mormonism. I have chosen to focus my attention on the

Book of Mormon, the Mormon priesthoods, the doctrinal evolution of the Mormon Godhead,

the Book of Abraham, and Smith’s revelations concerning baptisms for the dead, eternal

marriages, and the three degrees of glory. The last few chapters will examine the Mormon

endowment and LDS temple. It must be emphasized that no specific information about the

secret handshakes, signs, and words will be divulged in this book.It’s now time to discuss how

and why America’s greatest prophet was able to establish the world’s most unique Christian

faith. Let’s begin.

Chapter 1The Religious Atmosphere of Early Nineteenth Century AmericaIn the aftermath of

Martin Luther’s reformation, Protestant Christians no longer saw the Catholic Church as being

needed to intermediate between man and God. The teachings of the Bible and faith in Jesus

Christ were to take precedence over ceremonial rituals. In the post-Reformation age,

Protestant Christians were able to cultivate a more direct relationship with God.While the

Protestant Reformation simplified religious practices by abandoning many of the ceremonial

functions associated with the Catholic priesthood, many Christians felt dissatisfied with the

path Protestant Christianity was taking. Reformers espoused that the established churches did

not go far enough in rejecting Catholic dogmas and were in a state of apostasy because the

gospel of Christ was not being adhered to as it was during New Testament times. John Wesley,

the founder of Methodism, stated in the eighteenth century: “The Christians had no more of the

Spirit of Christ, than the other heathens. …The extraordinary gifts of the Holy Ghost were no



longer to be found in the Christian church; because the Christians were turned heathens again,

and had only a dead form left.”7 Roger Williams of Rhode Island claimed that there was “no

regularly-constituted Church on earth, nor any person authorized to administer any Church

ordinance; nor could there be, until new apostles were sent by the great Head of the Church.”8

Alexander Campbell, the founder of the Disciples of Christ, wrote in 1825 about a “great

apostacy foretold and depicted by the holy apostles” and stated in an address that “all parties

oppose reformation…none of them dare return to the original standard. I speak not against any

denomination in particular, but against all.”9 But perhaps Richard McNemar best expresses the

anti-Protestant sentiment of the time in his 1808 publication The Kentucky Revival. He

wrote,For several years there were praying societies. …These professed to be in search of the

truth and power of religion, and ready to embrace it whenever it would appear, but did not

believe it was among any of the denominations, in purity. They believed there were errors in all

their systems of doctrine, which kept them dead and lifeless, without the spirit of

God.10Answering the call to establish the true church of Christ, several reformers sought to

purify Christianity of its errors. Between 1794 and 1835, “James O’ Kelly, Abner Jones, Elias

Smith, John Wright, Walter Scott, and Barton W. Stone” all claimed that they had “restored” the

true church of Christ.11 Alexander Campbell, who represents the pinnacle of the Christian

primitivist movement, similarly boasted that he had returned “‘the ancient order of

things.’”12Restorationists believed that the New Testament should be strictly adhered to while

rejecting all religious creeds and man-made innovations. American religion scholar Paul K.

Conkin states,In time, the primitive or restorationist goal involved efforts to reform not just the

alleged corruptions that marred the Church of Rome but corruptions that developed in the first

four centuries of Christian history. These corruptions involved state churches or state-

supported churches, episcopal orders, the creeds and doctrines worked out by the great

councils, and a wide range of nonscriptural innovations in worship.13Explaining the idea of a

purified Christianity that is free of man-made innovations, Thomas Campbell, the father of

Alexander Campbell, wrote in an 1809 declaration:That this Society, formed for the sole

purpose of promoting simple evangelical Christianity…only such as reduce to practice that

simple, original form of Christianity expressly exhibited upon the sacred page, without

attempting to inculcate anything of human authority, of private opinion, or inventions of men, as

having any place in the constitution, faith or worship of the Christian Church.14Because

nothing outside of the Bible was to be accepted, Christian primitivism became well-known for

its simplicity. Sticking to the New Testament, Alexander Campbell premised Christian worship

entirely on the four tenets of faith, repentance, baptism by immersion for the remission of sins,

and receiving the Holy Spirit.15 Walter Scott popularized Campbell’s theology by turning it into

a formula for salvation. Robert Richardson wrote in the nineteenth century:Mr. Scott’s mind

seemed to be engrossed with the consideration of the consecutive order appropriate to the

various items in the gospel, and being greatly given to analysis and arrangement, he

proceeded to place them thus: 1, faith; 2, repentance; 3, baptism; 4, remission of sins; 5, Holy

Spirit. …He felt that he had now obtained a clue which would extricate men’s minds from the

labyrinth in which they were involved in relation to conversion, and enable him to present the

gospel in all its original simplicity.16Commenting with approval on how Scott was restoring the

true gospel of Christ, Thomas Campbell wrote in a letter to his son Alexander:Mr. Scott has

made a bold push to accomplish this object, by simply and boldly stating the ancient gospel

and insisting upon it; and then by putting the question generally and particularly to males and

females, old and young — Will you come to Christ and be baptized for the remission of your

sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit? Don’t you believe this blessed gospel?17Due to Scott’s



success, this four/five step process became the defining feature of the Christian primitivist

movement. Inspired by the teachings of Scott and Campbell, the Mormon Church latched on to

this same process during its early years. Smith wrote in a letter to John Wentworth of the

Chicago Democrat: “We believe that through the atonement of Christ all mankind may be

saved by obedience to the laws and ordinances of the Gospel. We believe that these

ordinances are 1st, Faith in the Lord Jesus Christ; 2d, Repentance; 3d, Baptism by immersion

for the remission of sins; 4th, Laying on of hands for the gift of the Holy Ghost.”18Not remaining

so simple, however, baptisms for the dead, eternal marriages, and the temple endowment

severely complicated Mormon theology. To rectify this problem, church editors altered the

creed by adding the word “first.” It now states, “We believe that the first principles and

ordinances of the gospel are: first, Faith in the Lord, Jesus Christ; second Repentance; third

Baptism by immersion for the remission of sins; fourth, Laying on of hands for the gift of the

Holy Ghost” (The Articles of Faith #4; emphasis added).It was largely agreed upon that

Christian worship needed to be centered on simplicity. Many primitivists, however, disagreed

when it came to performing miracles and receiving revelations. Campbell believed that the Holy

Spirit worked only through human reason and rejected the idea that man could heal the sick or

speak in tongues, arguing that such miracles ended with the death of the apostles.19

Campbell’s refusal to acknowledge spiritual gifts caused great contention. As Richardson

explains, “It was because Mr. Campbell opposed the popular notions of special illuminations

and mystic influences of the Holy Spirit upon the heart, that he became obnoxious.”20

Consequently, Sidney Rigdon and other Campbellites would choose to schismatize from the

Disciples of Christ.21 Explaining how Rigdon’s views were in opposition to Campbell’s,

Richardson wrote, “He [Sidney Rigdon] sought especially in private to convince certain

influential persons that, along with the primitive gospel, supernatural gifts and miracles ought

to be restored, and that, as at the beginning, all things should be held in common.”22Many

primitivists agreed with Rigdon that “supernatural gifts and miracles ought to be restored.”

Richard McNemar and John Thompson, before returning to Presbyterianism in 1811, “claimed

direct visions and inspirations from God and applauded charismatic gifts among their

members, particularly prophecy and exorcism.”23 Edward Irving, who laid the foundations of

the Catholic Apostolic Church, similarly believed, as according to Bushman, that “spiritual gifts,

like tongues, prophecy, and healing, would be bestowed on the church along with the apostolic

authority to give the Holy Ghost.”24 And demonstrating how gifts of the spirit could be put to

work for the benefit of others, John Rogers traversed the New England countryside, healing the

sick through the laying on of hands.25 Rogers was so dedicated to his work that he “died in

1721” while attending the needs of some small pox victims.26The most radical Christians,

however, went well beyond faith healings, exorcisms, and speaking in tongues. Some

charismatic Christians also claimed that they could converse with God the Father and Jesus

Christ in visions. Richard Brothers wrote in the late eighteenth century: “I was in a Vi[s]ion, and

being carried up to heaven, the Lord God [s]poke to me from the middle of a large white cloud,

and [s]aid in a [s]trong clear voice—ALL, ALL. I pardon London.”27 Emanuel Swedenborg, an

eighteenth century visionary, claimed that “a man appeared to him in the midst of a strong,

shining light, and said, ‘I am God the Lord, the Creator, and Redeemer.’”28 Billy Hibbard,

writing about his experiences as a young man, claimed, “I saw Jesus Christ at the right hand of

God looking down upon me, and God the Father looking upon him.”29 Norris Stearns,

meanwhile, published a visionary account in 1815 in which two personages appeared at his

bedside, one being God the father and the other Jesus Christ. His account purports,At the

[s]ame time, there appeared a [s]mall gleam of light in the room, above the brighten[s]s of the



[s]un, then at his meridian, which grew brighter and brighter. …I turned to the other [s]ide of the

bed. …There I [s]aw two [s]pirits. …One was God, my Maker. …Below him [s]tood Je[s]us

Chri[s]t my Redeemer, in perfect [s]hape like a man.”30As Christian primitivists, many

visionaries invoked the declaration of apostasy when retelling their theosophical stories. The

Wayne (NY) Sentinel reported in 1823, for instance, that Asa Wild had a vision in which Jesus

told him “that all denominations were corrupt.”31In the midst of this perceived apostasy, many

visionaries used their visions to proclaim themselves as being God’s prophet, appointed to

purify Christianity of its errors. Bushman explains,By 1815, the Freewill Baptists, the Shakers,

and the Universalists each had a hundred or more congregations. According to the most

complete account, these radical sects had their “ultimate source” in “the charismatic, visionary

experience of prophetic leaders.” Benjamin Randal, founder of the Freewill Baptists, received a

revelation in a New Hampshire cornfield instructing him to forsake other religious traditions and

teach only the Bible. Caleb Rich, an early Universalist in New England, ascended Mount Zion

accompanied by a “celestial friend.” In vision he saw “the house of God and the gate of

heaven.” An angel said that no existing church “stood in the Apostolic rectitude or that

contended for the Faith once delivered to the saints.” Ann Lee, founder of the Shakers, had

“astonishing visions and divine manifestations.” These visionaries differed in the details of their

revelations, but each of them received “direct personal confirmation of their unique and world-

saving mission through visionary and providential experiences.32It was within this atmosphere

of self-proclaimed prophets, visions, and skepticism towards Protestant Christianity that the

Smiths formed their religious beliefs and attitudes. Embracing the sentiment and prejudices of

his time, Joseph Smith would take the religious currents of nineteenth century America and

make them his own when he became a prophet of God himself.
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Cokes, “Fantastic. What a massive eye-opener. A ridiculous amount of research poured into

this book which successfully humanizes and grounds the supposed "miraculous work" of

Joseph Smith. The author repeatedly shows side-by-side comparisons proving the insane

amount plagiarism committed by Joseph Smith.The most condemning (which is saying a lot)

evidence against Joseph is how his first vision several changes over time. From being rather

simple to eventually morphing to a much more detailed, authoritative and provocative. Adding

details like their being two personages and God, the Father, speaking just like in the bible "This

is my beloved Son, hear Him." and a host of other significant changes (that's leaving out all the

inconsequential grammatical and spelling errors that Mormon apologists erroneously claim are

the only changes).If you are knowledgeable of the Freemason induction rituals and oaths, you

will undoubtedly see remarkable similarities with the secretive Mormon temple rituals. The

author lists and documents his finding of where Joseph Smith borrowed the symbols,

undergarment stitches, and signs that worthy Mormons are given when entering the temple

and they all are lifted from masonic teachings and beliefs.The one I personally found hilarious

is the revealing historical context surrounding Joseph Smith's published prophecies in the

Doctrine and Covenants that proves Joseph Smith was an unapologetic charlatan and false

prophet. The author cites whenever Joseph Smith was questioned or criticized by his peers or

followers -- he would have a new revelation from God that states that if (insert name) does not

repent and follow the Lord's will and plan dictated to His modern prophet Joseph Smith they

will risk being completely destroyed.1. Complain about losing all your money and land to pay

for the printing of the Book of Mormon? -- God orders you to do so or you will be destroyed.2.

Your wife questions the validity of polygamy? -- God orders you to do so or you will be

destroyed.3. Question why you can't see these so-called Golden Plates? -- God orders you to

do so or will be destroyed.Not to be done with abusing your prophetic power, the author also

gives historical context as to how Joseph Smith embarrassingly failed to accurately translate

Egyptian scrolls. This is where Joseph Smith proclaimed that the scrolls were a history of

Abraham and the story of sacrifice, only to find out from real translators and scholars that the

scrolls were just mundane funeral instructions.There are countless other examples that just

make you want to shake your head about how insanely easy it is to fool people, including

myself.”

Ron Jones, “The fallacies of Mormon revealed. He cuts no punches in revealing the dark

underbelly of Mormonism. And, he should know, he has been in and studied the church for his

whole life. As much as a factual history of the falsehood of Mormonism, this book, written by an

active Mormon, is an insight to how childhood teachings stick with us and it is almost

impossible for us to give up our early childhood beliefs, even in made up things like ghosts,

Santa Claus, Tooth Ferry, and even god. Knowing who wrote this skazing report about this

relgion and knowing that he is still a member, shows us how important it is to teach young

people about critical thinking, and using logic in making life decision and not go with just what

feels good, and give them the freedom to think for themselves and not fill their heads with

unproven BS.Another great book that reveals the falsehood of Mormonism and shows us how

our childhood teaching affects us for out entire life is the book by David Fitzgerald - The

complete Heretic's Guide to Western Religions - the Mormons. When I read it, I was positively

mad at the lies the Mormons tell their followers. That book has caused many people to finally

realize that their own personal standards and far more important the the social standing of

staying in the church. In spite of logic, evidence, rheems of court records and historic

documents, some people just cant give up that belied in their childhood fantasies.”



Michael, “A wonderful piece of research. An utterly fascinating and thorough book. The author

is to be commended for his diligent research as well as the ability to write so clearly. However, I

have to say that the end of the book is rather frustrating. The author never explains how, given

everything he himself has written, he remains a believer in Mormonism. I would have loved the

author to "step from behind the screen' and tell what he personally thinks of Joseph Smith and

his writings. Nonetheless, this book is highly recommended.”

Siobhan, “fascinating and very informative lecture. I was a member of the LDS church for 7

years, before I "wake up" and decide to seek for more truth as doubts were growing stronger

day after day.I always had doubts about Joseph Smith's mainstream story has it is so perfectly

portrayed in the Mormon culture.Now I understand much more and feel very grateful I came

across this book.Now I know better and I am satisfied that I made the decision to take some

distance with thr church, especially after being so bullied by members for 7 years because I

would refuse to fit in the Mormon mold.What a mascarade it is ! Smith sure had talents,

considering how powerful the Mormon church turned to be. But what an imposter !I wish this

book included some revelations about Smith's death (like he knew he was going to die, and

why exactly he was arrested and killed...) and about the polygamy, eternal marriage... But

nonetheless, this book was a wonderful discovery and I intend to help outcast members find it.”

Dan J., “Really worth reading! After having read most of the available books on Joseph Smith

and the origins of mormonism, from "Rough st. I strongly recommend it to the honest and

mature seeker who is not afraid to intellectually challenge some long held mormon beliefs.”

The book by Michael W. Goe has a rating of  5 out of 4.1. 37 people have provided feedback.
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